YEARBOOK 2017

CHOOSE FRIENDS OF THE
MOOR FOR YOUR COOP
COMMUNITY FUND

WHO WE ARE
We are a group of residents
who promote use of the Moor,
Knutsford’s central park. A
voice for the community on
all matters Moor we play a
role in how it is managed by
the Borough Council.

WHAT WE WANT TO DO
We will use our share of the
community fund to purchase
new seating for the Moor.
Firstly to go in the shelter
and secondly for
more picnic tables or a circle
of seating.

www.friendsofthemoor.org.uk

Welcome
to the Moor
The Friends of the Moor are a group of
people in Knutsford who have volunteered
to work together to promote the use of
the Moor as a public open space for
leisure and recreation in a clean and safe
environment.
The group provides a link between the
local community and Cheshire East Council (CEC). The
group was established in 2005 following the Parks Strategy
published by Macclesfield Borough Council in January 2003
and the Moor first achieved Green Flag status in 2009.
The Moor has a long history of community use and this has
been researched by local historian, Joan Leach MBE in her
publication. ‘A history of the Moor’.
The Urban District Council acquired the Moor in 1907 and
since then successive local governments and groups have
worked towards the improvement of this area for the
enjoyment of the local community.

Join the Friends of the Moor and the
Heath and Knutsford Ornithological
Society for the

Big Garden Birdwatch 2017
Knutsford Ornithological
Society will lead groups in
identifying the birds you see.
For more information visit:
www.friendsofthemoor.org.uk or
friendsotheath.wordpress.com

The Moor
Sat 28th January
11am to 12pm

The Heath
Sun 29th January
11am to 12pm

RSPB Big
Birdwatch

January

The ninth annual birdwatch took place on Saturday 28th
January as part of the RSPB’s Big Garden Birdwatch.
Knutsford Ornithological Society were on hand to help
identify the various birds seen on the Moor as attendees
were split into three groups focusing on different areas.
In total 31 different species of bird were seen, 171 birds in
total. We saw a range of birds from blackheaded gulls (30)
to nuthatches.

KEEP IT GREEN.
VOLUNTEER WITH

FRIENDS OF THE MOOR
discover what we do

join us for our agm
7pm wednesday 8th march
at the town council offices

Call Debbie for more details 07796 384715.

www.friendsofthemoor.org.uk
@friendsotmoor
facebook.com/
friendsofthemoor

Annual
General Meeting

March

In May we held our Annual General Meeting, under the
banner of ‘keep it green’. We are in need of new commitee
members and the AGM provided the opportunity to tell the
community what we do.
The committee was re-elected with a change of treasurer
and we were joined with one new member:
-

Debbie Jamison (Chair)
Michele Hammond (Deputy Chair)
Jan McCappin (Secretary)
Jacquie Grinham (Treasurer)
Peter Russell
Stewart Gardiner
Louise Gresty
Andrew Malloy
Adam Keppel-Green
Cllr James Power (Knutsford TC)

The Chair set three aims for the year:
- To work with ANSA on an updated management plan by

carrying out a survey of visitors and residents who did
not visit the Moor.
- To recruit new Friends for the committee
- To reduce the flooding of the paths by improving the

drainage

LITTERPICK on
the moor

It's time to clean up our parks!
March 3-5, 2017

SATurday
MARCH 11th

11AM

to

12PM

THE

at British
Gre

S p r ing
C l e an

Register now @friendsotmoor
and get involved at
www.greatbritishspringclean.org.uk
facebook.com/friendsofthemoor
#litterheroes
www.friendsofthemoor.org.uk
The Great British Spring Clean is a campaign led by Keep Britain Tidy.

Great British Spring
Clean Litterpick

March

The Friends of the Moor took part in the Great British Spring
Clean in March, collecting over a dozen bags of rubbish.
The Friends were joined by the community volunteering
group Knutsford Hosts and local residents which helped
ensure the entire Moor was covered by the bi-annual
litterpick.

This year ANSA upgraded all the
bins on the Moor to new wooden
ones, including installing
additional bins in key areas.

Community
Engagement
Our main objective for 2017 was to agree a new
management plan to take us into the future. The first part of
this was presenting a first draft of ideas to the Annual Town
Meeting, launching our ‘ideas for the next ten years’
initiative.
In May we took part in the Lions annual fair, this year held
on the Heath, where we had displays with surveys and
outdoor games.
In June we had a first - the first commitee meeting held in
the open on a beautiful summer evening. In July we had a
stall at the monthly Makers Market with a giant connect4 to
stop passers by.
In September the survey returns were recortded and a
report presented to the committee, broadly this supported
the improvements made to the Moor over the years and the
vision that it be considered a green open space providing a
playarea, access paths and opportunities for informal
recreation.

Community events
on the Moor

March

In March the annual Rotary Club jog (below) around the
Moor saw some of our committee members join in for the
first time whilst others provided outdoor games for the
watching public to enjoy and to raise our profile.
The multi-faith Pentecost picnic was held in June and a new
event, Art on the Moor, was planned under the Heritage
Open Days banner in September. Unfortunately bad
weather led to its relocation indoors – but it remains an
ambition of the local artist to try again.

New Website

September
March

The Friends’ website was given an overhaul over the
summer. The new website was designed to be modern and
make contacting us easy as hosting the minutes and
agendas of commitee meetings.

Duke of Edinburgh
Volunteers
Three schoolboys volunteered on the Moor as part of their
Duke of Edinburgh bronze award.
They carried out some tidying up and maintenance tasks –
such as litterpicking, cleaning the noticeboard and Gaskell
archway, reseeding bare patches, and hosted pop up
sessions using the outdoor games.

Green Flag
Award

October

For the ninth year running, the Moor was awarded the
prestigious Green Flag award.
Beavers from the 1st Knutsford Scouts joined the Friends
to raise the flag in October before which they had a session looking at different flags. It was a short walk from their
Scout Hut at the southern end of the Moor.

Special Thanks
The Friends of the Moor would like to thank:
-

Knutsford Ornithological Society
Knutsford and District Lions
Cheshire East Council & ANSA
Knutsford Town Council
Albis

-

Knutsford Hosts
Waitrose
The Co-op (Parkgate)
Knutsford Police Community
Beat Team

